
ACCESS - Minutes of t h e  F i r s t  General  Meetinq 
- h e l d  i n  t h e  Hardin Room, Church Center  f o r  t h e  UN 

777 UN Plaza ,  New York C i t y ;  May 25, 1977 
- Rich Lapchick, Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  o f  ARENA se rved  a s  

Act ing  Chairperson 

1. Discuss ion  o f  s o a l s  and s b i e c t i v e s  
There was t o t a l  agreement t h a t  ACCESS had two pr imary  focus  c e n t e r s :  
a .  T o t a l  i s o l a t i o n  of  South A f r i c a  i n  s p o r t  b y  1980,  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  campaign t o  i s ~ l a t e  South A f r i c a  i n  
a l l  a r e a s .  

b. An end t o  a l l  US s p o r t s  compet i t ion  w i t h  South A f r i c a  a s  
ACCESS' c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  g o a l .  

There was a l s o  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  whether we should u s e  moral  arguments 
s o l e l y  o r  should p r a c t i c a l  arquments f o r  an end t o  compet i t ion  b e  
in t roduced .  Such arguments would i n c l u d e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  by  cont inued  
compet i t ion  w i t h  South A f r i c a ,  w e  j eopa rd i ze  s p o r t s  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  
a l l  o f  b l a c k  Af r i ca  ( t h e r e  was an OAU r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  
l a s t  s p r i n g ) .  I t  was agreed  t h a t  b o t h  t y p e s  o f  arguments could b e  
used,  b u t  t h e  moral arquments were s t r o n g l y  p r e f e r r e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  more b r o a d l y  j u s t i e b a s e d  mot iva t ion  of  s e v e r a l  
members. This ,  it was agreed,  i s  no problem a s  ACCESS looks  a t  
s p o r t  a s  a  m i r r o r  of  s o c i e t y  and i s  b u t  one method o f  a t t a c k i n g  
a p a r t h e i d .  

2 .  Discuss ion  of  means t o  ach ieve  t h e s e  s o a l s  
There was a  l eng thy  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  means t o  be used t o  ach ieve  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  ACCESS. Seve ra l  a r e a s  were agreed  upon: 
a .  Educa t iona l  campaiqns: Lsince t h e  South Afr ican  i s s u e  has  on ly  

r e c e n t l y  r ece ived  wide coverage,  t h e  US p u b l i c  i s  l a r g e l y  igno- 
r a n t  o f  a p a r t h e i d  i n  general ,  and o f  t h e  s p o r t s  i s s u e  i n  p a r t i -  
c u l a r .  One o f  our  t a s k s  w i l l  b e  t o  p r e s e n t  programs of  an 
e d u c a t i o n a l  n a t u r e  t h a t  can b e  sponsored b y  r e g i o n a l  groups 
around t h e  count ry .  S e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  group,  i n c l u d i n g  
Bru tus  and Lapchick, could b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  speak on t h e  i s s u e ,  
w i t h  any proceeds  t o  h e l p  i n  funding ACCESS. 

2.Under t h i s  ca t ego ry ,  t h e  p u b l i c  should a l s o  b e  made aware of  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  wh i l e  many c o u n t r i e s  s t a t e  t h e i r  oppos i t i on  t o  
a p a r t h e i d ,  n o t  a l l  of  them have taken any a c t i o n ,  even i n  l e s s  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a r e a s  such as s p o r t ,  t o  demons t ra te  t h e i r  o p p o s i k n .  

3 . L i s t s  o f  n a t i o n s  t h a t  s t i l l  compete w i t h  South Af r i ca  w i l l  b e  
p repared  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  a l s o  l i s t s  o f  s p o r t s  bod ie s  s t i l l  
competing. I t  was po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Lawn Tennis 
Fede ra t ion  i s  t h e  on ly  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t i o n  t h a t  has  r e -  
i n s t a t e d  South A f r i c a  a f t e r  suspension.  The r o l e  o f  t h e  US 
m e m b e r  of  t h i s  group w i l l  r e c e i v e  ACCESS' f u l l  a t t e n t i o n .  

b . . P r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  s p o r t s  f e d e r a t i o n s  c o m ~ e t i n q  w i t h  South A f r i c a :  
CoaLit ion members w i l l  be p a r t  o f  d e l e g a t i o n s  v i s i t i n g  such 
s p o r t s  f e d e r a t i o n  t o  p l ead  t h e  c a s e  f o r  i s o l a t i o n  of  South A f r i c a  

c. L e t t e r  w r i t i n s  c a m ~ a i g n s : t o :  
1. s_port_s_fed-s-competing wi th  South A f r i c a  : it was sugges ted  t h a t  

w e l l  known a t h l e t e s  and spo r t swr i t e r s - - jo in  ACCESS i n  t h i s  en- 
deavor .  I t  was f u r t h e r  sugges ted  t h a t  a t h l e t e s  could s i g n  
p ledges  of  suppor t  of  common g o a l s .  It  was a l s o  proposed t h a t  
church groups b e  approached t o  endorse  such s t a t e m e n t s .  I t  w a s  
accep ted  t h a t  t h e  l i s t  of  c o a l i t i o n  members o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
group i s  open t o  expansion f o r  s i m i l a r  n a t i o n a l  groups t h a t  
s u p p o r t  t h e  p. n c i p l e s  o f  ACCESS. Other groups t o  b e  approached 
on t h i s  could .. e d u c a t i o n a l  and union o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
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2.aovernment o f f i c i a l s :  t h e  whole m a t t e r  af i n v o l v i n g  US govern- 
ment b o d i e s  and c o m m i t t e e s ,  and o f  g e t t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  non-racjalism i n  s p o r t  was r a i s e d .  The group, .however,  
f e l t  t h i s  would be a  slow and l a r g e l y  unrewarding p roces s .  I t  
was accep ted  t h a t  let ters should be w r i t t e n  t o  w e l l  known 
government l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e y  might make s t a t e m e n t s  
i n  f avo r  o f  ou r  p o s i t i o n .  Names mentioned w e r e  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ,  
Andrew Yound, Dick Clark ,  Cha r l e s  Diggs, Sec. o f  S t a t e  Vance, 
At tney  Gen B e l l ,  etc. The P r e s i d e n t ' s  Commission on Olympic 
S p o r t  (and i t s  members) should be lobbied .  It was dec ided  t h a t  
ACCESS should a t t empt  t o  have a  d e l e g a t i o n  hea rd  b y  t h e  Commission. 
?he US Olympic Committee should b e  approached f o r . p r e s e n t a t i o n  
v i a  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Commission ( I t  was t h e i r  Chairman who l e d  
t h e  f i g h t  t o  punish  t h e  Af r i can  n a t i o n s  t h a t  withdrew a t  Mont rea l ) .  

3 . l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r :  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  s p o r t s  i s s u e  
4 . t o  i n d i v i d u a l  s w o r t s p e o ~ l e  c o m ~ e t i n q  w i t h  South A f r i c a  

d. Media Work 
1.It was s t r o n g l y  f e l t  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  should be made t o  c o n s t a n t l y  

k e e p  t h e  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  eyes  of  t h e  p u b l i c  through media 
c o n t a c t s  made by ACCESS, c o a l i t i o n  members and r e g i o n a l  groups.  

2 .Pe r iod ic  p r e s s  conferences  w i l l  be h e l d  c e n t e r e d  around major 
s p o r t s  f i g u r e s  who adhere  t o  our  g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s .  

e .   on-violent, d i r e c t  a c t i o n  demons t ra t ions  where teams and i n d i v i -  
d u a l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  South Af r i ca  a c t u a l l y  g e t  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  US. 
This  was t h e  most wide ly  d i scussed  t o p i c  a s  a  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  
of  what t h i s  meant i s  s o  c r u c i a l .  A l l  f e l t  t h e  demons t ra t ions  
should be w i t h i n  t h e  law - t o  do o the rwi se  would s e r i o u s l y  r e -  
duce ou r  c r e d i b i l i t y .  A c t i v i t i e s  would i n c l u d e  p i c k e t i n g ,  l e a f -  
l e t i n g ,  u r g i n g  s p e c t a t o r s  t o  boyco t t ,&ho ld ing  r a l l i e s .  I t  was 
f e l t  t h a t  c a r e  would have t o  b e  taken  n o t  t o  provoke s p e c t a t o r s  
s i n c e  b y  t h e i r  n a t u r e  t h e y  a r e  a  c a p t i v e  audience  and could b e  
more e x p l o s i v e  t han  a  crowd p a s s i n g  demons t ra tors  i n  t h e  s t reet .  
It  was recognkzed t h a t  groups o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  might 
t a k e  a c t i o n s  beyond what ACCESS was prepared  t o  do. 

3 .  Discuss ion  o f  p o t e n t i a l  t a r s e t s  
A 1 1  accep ted  wi thou t  h e s i t a t i o n  t h r e e  c e r t a i n  t a r g e t s :  
a .  South Afr ican  teams competing i n  t h e  US - t o p  , p r i o r i t y  
b. US teams competing i n  South A f r i c a  
c. US i n d i v i d u a l s  competing i n  South A f r i c a  
There was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  about  a  f o u r t h  t a r g e t  - 
i n d i v i d u a l  South Af r i cans  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  US. This  group was broken 
i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s :  t h a s e  who o f f i c i a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  S. A f r i c a  ( t h e y  
should c l e a r l y  be t a r g e t s l a n d  t h o s e  who a r e  competing s o l e l y  a s  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  There was much g i v e  and t a k e  on t h i s  i s s u e .  A con- 
s ensus  was reac,hed t h a t  when people  from t h e  l a t t e r  group were 
p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  US,' t h e  occas ion  would be used t o  r a i s e  t h e  i s s u e  
wh i l e  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  would b e  wi thhe ld .  The on ly  excep t ion  t o  t h i s  
could be t e n n i s  e v e n t s  s i n c e  it i s  i n  temnis t h a t  S. A f r i c a  s t i l l  
h a s  s t r o n g  suppor t ,  l e d  by  t h e  USTA. Therefore ,  it was decided 
t h a t  F o r e s t  H i l l s  would be t h e  s i t e  of t h e  f i r s t  US demons t ra t ions , -  
n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  South Afr ican  compe t i t b r s  themselves  b u t  mainly 
a g a i n s t  t h e  USTA. It was a l s o  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  even t h e s e  S. 
A f r i c a n s  come h e r e  w i t h  t h e  w r i t t e n  s a n c t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l - w h i t e  
governing bod ie s  i n  S. Af r i ca  and t h i s  i s s u e  could a l s o  be r a i s e d .  
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The i n d i v i d u a l s  might be asked t o  t ake  a p o s i t i o n  on apa r the id .  

A ca lendar  of  events  between t h e  US and S. Afr ica  would be  prepared 
t o  h e l p  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  i n  i t s  planning and i n  s k t t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s ,  Thr 
matter  of  secondary boyco t t s  of  na t ions  t h a t  compete wi th  South Afric 
was r a i s e d .  Our p o s i t i o n  i s  one of suppor t  f o r  t h e  Supreme Council 
of S p o r t  i n  Afr ica  and t h e  OAU on t h i s  ma t t e r .  However, our  focus is 
on a boyco t t  of  US- S. Afr ican s p o r t s  events .  

I t  was s t r e s s e d  t h a t  s p o r t s  boycot t s  have been t h e  only h i s t o r i c a l  
means by  which t h e  S. Afr icans  hqve made any changes i n  apa r the id  
s p o r t .  Even wi th  t h e  grudging changes t h a t  have come, t h e r e  i s  no 
i n t e g r a t i o n  of s p o r t s  c lubs  and Prime Minis te r  Vorster  has  s t a t e d  
p u b l i c a l l y  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  never b e  t h e  case  whi le  t h e  S. African 
Information Department propagates  t h e  myth o u t s i d e  t h e  country t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a l r eady  t h e  case.  

e. The f i n a l  t a r g e t  would be US m u l t i n a t i o n a l  corpora t ions  t h a t  
sponsor segregated s p o r t i n g  events  i n s i d e  South Afr ica .  There wa: 
agreement t h a t  we should inform t h e  American p u b l i c  about t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n .  Fur ther  a c t i o n  was p u t  o f f  t o  l a t e r  da te .  

4. Evaluation process  
a .  Meetinss of c o a l i t i o n  members: such meetings w i l l  b e  he ld  on a 

q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s ,  a l t e r n a t i n g  between New York and Phi ladelphia .  
Because our  f i r s t  t a r g e t  i s  Fores t  H i l l s  i n  August, it was accepte 
t h a t  w e  meet i n  New York i n  mid-July s o  w e  can p lan  a c t i v i t i e s .  
A d a t e  w i l l  b e  announced s h o r t l y  

b.  Executive Committee: Rich Lapchick was cliosen a s  Chairperson of 
ACCESS. He w i l l  work wi th  a seven person execut ive  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
h imsel f ,  J i m  B r i s t o l ,  Dennis Brutus,  John Dommisse, Ray Gould, 
Jewel l  Gresham and Melba Smith/Mia Adja l i  (one of t h e  two from 
United Methodist Church, Women's Divis ion of t h e  Board o f  Global 
M i n i s t r i e s )  . 

c .  A committee of John Dbmmisse, Ray Gould and Rich Lapchick was 
chosen t o  w r i t e  by-laws f o r  ACCESS. 

d. The c o a l i t i o n  members p r e s e n t  formally r a t i f i e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of 
ACCESS 

5. Fund Rais ins :  
I t ' w a s  agreed t h a t  c o a l i t i o n  members would work t o  r a i s e  a s  much 
money a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  fund t h e  opera t ions  of  ACCESS. 

The meeting was adjourned a t  12:40 a f t e r  having begun a t  10:lOAM. 
Members p r e s e n t  were: 'Rich Lapchick, Dennis Brutus,  John Dommisse, 

Cary Goodman, Ray Gould, Jewell Gresham, 
Gene Jones,  Pam McAll is ter ,  and Melba Smith. 

Observers were : Eleanore S h i v i r r y  (BWA) and Mil la rd  Arnold 
(New York a t t o r n e y )  . 
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