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THE ST1 
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PORTUGAL I N  AFRICA --- 
Portugal  i s  t h e  l a s t  European power t o  t r y  t o  maintain d i r e c t  c o l o n i a l  

con t ro l  over t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  it r u l e s  i n  Afr ica .  Guinea (Bissau)  i n  West 
Afr ica ,  Sao Tome off  t he  coas t  of t h e  Congo, Angola and Mozambique i n  Southern 
Afr ica ,  have not been given the  opt ion of  peaceful  p o l i t i c a l  independence. 
The African popula t ions  a r e  not allowed con t ro l  over t h e i r  own economic 
resources ,  t h e i r  own l a b o r ,  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e s .  Por tugal  maintains 
t h e  theory t h a t  t hese  a r e a s  a r e  simply "provincesN of  Por tugal ,  and, i n  s p i t e  
of innumerable United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  r e f u s e s  t o  consider  independence. 
Peaceful p r o t e s t ,  not  allowed t o  t h e  Portuguese people who l i v e  under a  d i c t a -  
t o r sh ip  i n  Por tugal ,  is  even l e s s  of  an  op t ion  f o r  Afr icans ,  who know any t a l k  
of independence w i l l  be regarded a s  t r eason  and met with b r u t a l  r ep res s ion .  
That is why t h e r e  is  now war i n  Guinea (B i s sau ) ,  Angola, and Mazambique. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION: 1961-1971 --- 
War f i r s t  came i n  1961, i n  Angola. Angolan r e v o l t s  i n  February and 

March were met with savage r e p r i s a l s .  Hampered by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  neighboring Congo, t h e  s t r u g g l e  neve r the le s s  cont inues .  Since 1966 t h e  
P o h l a r  Movement f o r  t h e  L ibe ra t ion  of  Angola (MPLA) has  been 'able  t o  gener- 
a l i z e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  t e n  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  provinces of  Angola. 

I n  1963 i n  Guiwa (Bissau)  t h e  PAIGC (Afr ican Pa r ty  f o r  t h e  Independence 
of Guinea and Cape Verde) took up arms, and has by now confined t h e  Portu- 
guese presence t o  a  few i s o l a t e d  enclaves  and urban a r e a s .  

I n  1964 t h e  Mozambique L ibe ra t ion  Front (FRELIMO) began t h e  armed 
s t rugg le  i n  Moaambique. By 1968 FRELIMO baa extended t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  t o  
t h r e e  of t h e  n ine  provinces ,  and i n  1971 began t o  move south  of t h e  Zambezi 
River. . 
NM'ION-'BiJILDING I N  THE LIBERATED ZONES 

In  a l l  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  movements have gained c o n t r o l  
o w r  a reas  where t h e  Portuguese can now only  ope ra t e  from t h e  a i r  or occupy 
i so la t ed  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  Over most of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of Guinea; i n  e a s t e r n  
and southern Angola; and i n  nor thern  Mozambique, t h e  movements not  only f i g h t ,  
but a l s o  organize production i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cooperat ives ,  opera te  schools,  
and provide medical c a r e ,  organize  governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s  and, i n  s h o r t ,  
begin the  bui ld ing of new s o c i e t i e s .  With very l imi t ed  ma te r i a l  r e sources ,  and 
i n  the  midst of war, they a r e  bui ld ing t h e  fu ture-- the  f i r s t  f r u i t s  of  t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  s t rugg le .  

TIE FORCES OF COUNTERINSURGENCY --- 
The Portuguese response includes  t h e  c l a s s i c  counterinsurgency tech-  

niques: regrouping t h e  population i n t o  s t r a t e g i c  hamlets,  bombs, napalm 
and herbic ides ,  qccas ional  "search and destroy" missions aga ins t  g k e r r i l l a  
Lases, the  attempt t o  exacerbate  t r i b a l  d i v i s i o n s .  To do t h i s  they have had 
t~ pbt over 150,000 t roops  i n  Afr ica ,  f e r  Por tuga l ' s  small  popula t ion a  b u ~ d e n  
propor t ionate ly  f i v e  t imes  a s  g r e a t  a s  t h a t  of  American t roops  i n  Vietnam 
a t  t he  highest po in t .  



UESE COLONIALISM 

Desertion and d r a f t  avoidance i s  high, a s  young Portuguese f l e e  t o  France 
o r  o t h e r  coun t r i e s .  But Por tugal  counts on l o g i s t i c  support  from South Afr ica ,  
and on a supply of  m i l i t a r y  equipment ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i l i t a r y  t r a n s p o r t  and 
a i r c r a f t )  from her  NATO a l l i e s ,  above a l l  France, West Germany, Great B r i t a i n ,  
and t h e  United S t a t e s .  

OUR RESPONSIBILITY - 
There a r e  two th ings  we can do: ( 1 )  a c t  f o r  t h e  e l iminat ion of U.S. 

p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and m i l i t a r y  involvement i n  support  of  Por tugal ;  ( 2 )  r a i s e  
suppor t  f o r  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  movements. 

Both a c t i v i t i e s  were c a l l e d  f o r  by an overwhelming ma jo r i ty  i n  t h e  United 
Nations'  General Assembly (-r 1969) when they passed a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t :  

--"urges a l l  S t a t e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  S t a t e s  members of  
t h e  NATO, t o  withhold o r  d e s i s t  from g iv ing  f u r t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  and o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Por tugal  which enables  
it t o  pursue t h e  c o l o n i a l  war i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s  under 
i t s  domination.Ir 

- -"cal ls  upon a l l  S t a t e s ,  t h e  spec ia l i zed  agencies  and a l l  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ions  concerned t o  inc rease ,  
i n  cooperat ion with t h e  Organization of  Afr ican Unity, 
t h e i r  moral and m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  peoples of  
t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s  under Portuguese domination who a r e  
s t rugg l ing  f o r  t h e i r  freedom and independence." 

THE NEEDS -- 
The reques t s  of t h e  movements include medical supp l i e s ,  supp l i e s  f o r  

u se  i n  educat ion and i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  For weapons t h e  movements and t h e  
Organization of  Afr ican Unity make t h e i r  own arrangements. Ass is tance  can 
be given i n  cash o r  kind. 



For Medical Suppl ies  f o r  M.P.L.A. and FRELIMO -- 
REASON: Urgent c a l l s  f o r  medical supp l i e s  from 

t h e  Medical Assistance Services  of M.P.L.A. 
i n  t h e  wake of i n t e n s i f i e d  Portuguese use  o f  he rb i -  
c ides  i n  Angola i n  1971. Recent r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  
Portuguese use  of he rb i c ides  i n  Mozambique a s  wel l .  

MADISON AREA COWITTEE ON SOUTHERN IIFRICA 

306 North Brooks S t r e e t  

Madison, Wisconsin 53715 

OffiANIZE OTHERS : 

Approach o rgan iza t ions  o r  l i v i n g  u n i t s  you a r e  in :  

--To Contribute.  

--To have a speaker  o r  f i l m  on t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t rugg le .  

-000- 

For more infermat ion,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you a r e  w i l l i n g  
t o  he lp ,  CALL 

Wandile (256-1359) o r  - 
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